
The dominant narrative is being shaped by youth 
voices from the Global North.

Youth participation is often tokenistic in nature. We 
have demonstrated their ability through meaningful 
contribution in the climate change arena.

Poor urban communities need to be strengthened 
within decision-making processes.

Development challenges are perceived separately 
from climate challenges.

Climate conversation is not aligned within the 
different sectors.

Grassroots women are largely underrepresented 
during climate negotiations.

Diversity and catering to the vulnerable population is 
an issue at events like COP.

Diverse representation, especially from developing 
countries remain challenging and are further 
aggravated by global crises like COVID.

Access to actual negotiations remain restricted.
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The non-homogeneity of the voices that will be 
represented must be made abundantly clear, to ensure 
that their unique realities are being catered to 
accordingly. A bespoke strategy that considers the 
diversity of needs and challenges should be 
co-developed.

VCA, due its outreach, is able to connect various local 
initiatives that are facing similar hurdles. 

A series of informal negotiations should be held before 
the actual negotiations at the COP. Inclusion of local 
speakers from grassroots communities is key in the 
upcoming COP. This can be addressed through 
lobbying the delegations of respective countries . VCA 
can develop strategies to represent vulnerable voices 
at COP27.

• Bespoke strategy

• Knowledge, capacity
  and expertise

• Gearing for COP27
1 & 2 

• Alternative narrative required

• Lack of meaningful
  partcipation

• Enforcing integration

• Representing the
  underrepresented

• Logistical nightmare and
  accessibility rules

The speakers responded to two predetermined questions which were sent to them prior to the session, to allow time for preparation. The session was designed 
for speakers to listen to each other about their individual and collective reflections on COP26, discuss the event’s achievements and identify persistent gaps in 
global policies to tackle the climate crises. Furthermore, it was intended for both the speakers and the audience to engage in knowledge sharing and exchange 
as the climate crisis is experienced differently in different regions. The objective of the session was twofold: to kick-off VCA collaborations with social movements 
and local community-based initiatives working to address climate change; and critically reflect on COP26 and prepare for the upcoming COP27 in Egypt.

ABOUT THE SESSION

On 8 December, VCA organised a dialogue session between leaders of local community-based 
initiatives and movements from Kenya, Ghana, Bolivia and the Netherlands. 

global reflection from local lens: Post-COP26

questions

DIALOGUE SESSION 1
Lydia Kibandi

Lensational, Kenya

Maria Torico
Tejiendo Ciudades, Bolivia

Jessica Antonisse
We Are Tomorrow, Netherlands

Abraham Bugre
GAYO, Ghana

Mark Miller
GreenMarked, Bolivia

What support do you need 
to overcome these gaps in 
the run-up to COP27 and 

other policy fora? 
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What are your reflections 
on COP26?
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What are the gaps that 
kept you from achieving 

your goal(s) during 
COP26?
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